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T he weekend of June 4—5 was a busy one for South Britain.  On      

Saturday, June 4 the Old Town Hall Museum hosted an Open House 

to help celebrate the South Britain Congregational Church’s 250th         

Anniversary.  Almost 100 visitors got a sneak peak at the Museum’s newly 

renovated exhibit space and a chance to purchase the SHS’s 2016     

Christmas ornament honoring this momentous occasion.   

The festivities continued 

with a second, more for-

mal, Open House on   

Sunday, June 5.  Visitors 

were treated to wine and 

light hors d’oeuvres as 

they viewed the new    

exhibit space.  Guest    

curator, Rachel Carley, 

spoke on her experience in researching 

and designing the new displays.  Thanks 

to SHS member Suzie Fateh for her 

hard work in managing the project along 

with the assistance of Museum           

Administrator, Leigh Graham, Museum       

Committee Chair, Melinda Elliott, and 

Archivist, Kimberly Neuenschwander.  

A special thanks to all who joined us in 

celebrating such an important weekend.     

The Old Town Hall Museum is open to the public on Wednesdays 

from 10 AM—2 PM.    

J u n e  4 — 5  O p e n  H o u s e s  



 

E very year the Southbury Historical Society donates funds to the Connecticut Community   

Foundation to award a Southbury high school student a college scholarship.  This year’s 

recipient is Mallory Blais.  Our congratulations to Mallory!  We wish her much success in her 

future studies and endeavors!   

2 0 1 6  S c h o l a r s h i p  R e c i p i e n t  

H erbert Sears worked as a groundskeeper and care-

taker for the house and estate of Lancaster 

Mogan.  Today the house and property is known as the 

Heritage Village Meeting House, but many know it as the 

home of Wallace Nutting and, later, Victor Borge.  The 

house served as a summer residence for the Morgan’s, who 

lived in NYC the majority of the year.  During the winter 

months Sears and his family remained at the Southbury 

estate and maintained the house and property.   

 

When it became difficult for Morgan to make the annual 

summer trip to Southbury, he handed ownership of the  

property over to his daughter, Helen.  Helen later sold 4.5 

acres of the property to Sears.  With a portion of the     

property Sears opened Southbury Nursery, a landscape and 

nursery business located on Oldfield Road.   

 

Herbert Sears later served as Fire Chief of the Southbury 

Volunteer Firemen’s Association (SVFA) during the United 

State’s involvement in WWII.  Sears was also member and president of the Lion’s Club.  It was 

during his presidency the Lions Club founded the Southbury Ambulance Association in 

1953.  Sears was also active in the Masons.   

 

Herbert Sears died in 1959, at the age of 60, and is buried in Pine Hill Cemetery.    

S o u t h b u r y  N o t a b l e s :   H e r b e r t  S e a r s  

Sears presenting Victor Borge with a 

souvenir honoring his performance to 

benefit the Lion’s Club Ambulance Fund. 



A s t r o n o m y  N i g h t  

Saturday, October 1    8—10 PM   Ludorf Barn (560 West Purchase Rd., Southbury) 

T he Southbury Historical Society will host our second annual   

Astronomy Night with the Astronomical Society of Greater  

Hartford (asgh.org).  A variety of telescopes will be available for   

stargazing and members of the ASGH will be available for questions 

and assistance.  Join us as we learn about the wonders of the night 

sky.  Cost is $5 / person.  To minimize light pollution, flashlights with 

red filters are preferred, but not required, and should be turned off 

during stargazing.  Laser pointers are not allowed.  Call the Old 

Town Hall Museum or email us by Wednesday, September 28 

to reserve your spot.   Rain date is Saturday, October 8.   

I n 1761, the General Assembly granted permission for 

four months of "winter preaching" in South Britain 

because people felt it was too difficult to travel the roads 

to Southbury for services during the winter. A four-year 

permit was issued.  After its expiration, people petitioned 

the authorities for permission to form a separate society 

in South Britain. 

Permission was granted for the formation of the South 

Britain Ecclesiastical Society and, according to church 

records, the first meeting of the new Society was held 

June 5, 1766. They voted to meet for two months at the 

home of Moses Downs.  Construction of the first church 

building began in 1769. 

A plan for the second church was contracted in 1825 for a 

budget of $695.  Any salvageable material from the first 

structure was to be used in its construction, with the   

Society agreeing to supply the rest.  It was also agreed to 

house workers during the construction.  Noah Smith   

deeded the land to the Society in 1827. This current church 

building is located just north of the original meetinghouse.  Even though the South Britain 

Ecclesiastical Society is not the oldest Congregation in Southbury, it does have the distinc-

tion of having the oldest meetinghouse. 

Our 2016 Ornament is currently available in the Old Town Hall Museum Gift Shop 

for a suggested donation of $12. 

S O U T H  B R I T A I N  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H  
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Original ornament design by Laurel 

Casazza.  Produced by Woodbury Pewter. 
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  

 August 27, Volunteer Fair on the Green:               

Visit the SHS booth at this year’s event to learn more 

about the SHS and how you can become involved. 

 October 1, Astronomy Night at Ludorf Barn:     

Members of the ASGH will set up a variety of telescopes 

for our 2nd annual stargazing  event.  Cost is $5/person.  

Contact the OTHM by Wednesday, September 28 to   

reserve your spot.  Rain date is Saturday, October 8. 

Old Town Hall Museum, May 2016 


